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GEORGE MICHAEL NOLAN, OAM — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.03 pm]: I rise to 
acknowledge the passing of George Michael Nolan, OAM, commonly known as Michael Nolan, OAM. Members 
in this place may recall that he was for many years the Honorary Irish Consul in Western Australia. He passed 
away recently on 8 September at the age of 88. It would have been his birthday on 19 September when he would 
have turned 89. 

I had the pleasure—if I can say it that way—of attending Michael’s funeral this morning, which was a celebration 
of his life. At the outset, I want to acknowledge Eleanor Nolan, his wife, who would be known to many of us here. 
Over the years, Michael and Eleanor held functions to celebrate St Patrick’s Day in Western Australia. Many of 
us attended those and Michael was also a guest at St Patrick’s Day events at this place over the last few years. 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we did not have a celebration this year; the last time he would 
have been here was to celebrate that day last year. 

Michael was a native of County Kilkenny in Ireland. He moved to Birmingham in the UK where he studied at 
university to be a mechanical engineer. I am told that Michael left Kilkenny for what we now call Malaysia to 
work with the Inchcape company. After four years there, he was transferred to Bangkok. It was there that he first 
became of service to the general community. 

In a eulogy at the funeral today that was delivered by the current Honorary Consul of Ireland, Marty Kavanagh, 
we were told that Michael was appointed as Honorary Consul to Thailand in 1966. After the visit of the then 
Taoiseach, Jack Lynch, he was elevated to the position of Honorary Consul General. The current Honorary Consul 
told us that Thailand was not exactly overflowing with Irish people in 1966. In fact, there were approximately 
84 Irish people in Bangkok at the time. However, I am told that that did not mean the job was not without its fun 
and games. Michael was approached at the time by an Irish backpacker who asked him to report the theft of his 
backpack to the Thai police. When Michael Nolan asked him why he did not report the theft to the police himself, 
the backpacker said, “I can’t do that because the police are looking for me.” We heard many stories of Michael’s 
work over the years. He was involved in the rescue of nine Sisters of Mercy from Burma for which he was invited 
to meet the then president so the president could thank him personally. 

Michael came to Western Australia in 1972. In 1976, he became Ireland’s first Honorary Consul to Western Australia, 
and in 1981, he was elevated to Honorary Consul General. Over the years, Michael and Eleanor, because they 
were a true partnership, must have fielded about 150 000 telephone calls and issued over 250 000 passports. It was 
common for them to get phone calls at all hours of the day and night, some of which were just plain silly. I am told 
that they were called one time for help with crossword puzzles. Somebody asked for the name of an Irish county 
containing the letter O. Another call was made asking for a list of Irish girls’ names. That apparently was not unusual, 
but it was not something people would have at hand at 7.00 am. Another time an Irish lady, who had recently arrived 
in Tasmania, was very upset that her Irish pension had not arrived. When asked by Michael whether she had 
completed the necessary paperwork before her departure, she said, “That wasn’t necessary, everybody in the town 
knew I was going to Australia.” 

After 33 years of serving as the Honorary Irish Consul, Michael retired. He was known to continue to frequent our 
Irish events in Perth in Western Australia. He was awarded an OAM for services to the Irish community. I am told 
that the dedication read, “It is an honour richly deserved and one that will be welcomed by all who know of 
Michael’s dedication and commitment to serving our community.” 

Michael was a true Irish gentleman. I am very pleased that I got to spend time with him over the years. I want to 
again acknowledge Eleanor, his wife, and his family. Michael had a good life. He served the community over that 
time and he will be sadly missed by the Irish community, and I want to say may he rest in peace. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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